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D/1, USAF CONTRIBUTION TO

NiE-32: THE COMMUNIST MILITARY POSITION IN

KOREA AND ITS EFFECT ON SINO-SOVIET COURSES OF

ACTION IN THE FAR EAST

4. The Chinese Communist Air Force (CCAF) and North Korean Air Force {NKAF)

are estimsted to have avallable a combined strength of approximately 760 alrcraft of
fighter, ground attack, lizht bomber, and transport types, of which 200230 are
believed to be under control of the Soviet Alr Force.

The cambined personnsl strength of the CCAF and NKAF is esbimated to be at
least 15,000, of which 1200-1500 are balieved to be active pllots. In addition,
sbcub 3,000 CCAP pilots are reported to be in training schools located in China and
chhuria..

B, Rstimated losses inflicted on the enemy i'ay U eireraft under FIAF control
as of 10 February 1951 include the following approximations: 100 alreraft, 750 tanks,
675 field guns, 32,500 buildings, 1,600 trucks, 3,800 miecellancous vehicles, 340
locomotives, 5,300 railroad cars, 400 bridges, 160 barges and boats, 125 warehouses,
and 10 oil storage tanks demaged; 125 aircraft, £00 tanks, 925 field guns, 20,000
buildings, 2,500 truéka, 6,850 miscellaneous vehiclos, 275 loccmotives, 3,500 rail-
road cars, 200 bridges, 200 barges, 125 warehouses, and 50 trucks destroyed. A
total of spproximately 96,000 enemy troops are estimated to have been killed by air
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regbricting factor in any sustained effort by this combined force. An additional
Limiting factor would be the relatively small number of trained pergsonnel., Ths
CCAF and NKAF are estimated to have a combined total of 1200-1500 active pllots.

E, Wibth the exception of a few US types acquired by defection or capture fram
the Chinese Natlonalists, all of the combat aireraft now available to the CCAF=NKAF
were supplied by the Soviets. There is substantial evidence that the Soviets ars
now supplying the CCAF with radar, anti-aircraft equipment, and techmical personnel
and it 1s poesible that SA¥ volunteer personnel are operating some of the aircraft
eurrently available to the CCAF,

F, Maximum combined CCAP-NKAF sortle capabilities, based on an average of .

3 missions during the initial 24~hour peried of operations, are estimated to be G2
for fighters, 358 for ground attack aircraft, 284 for light bambers, and 113 for
transpcrﬁs (airlift for approximately 2,800 troops). Combat and maintenance attri-
tion would reduce the combat effectiveness of this combined strength to an insignif-
1cant level in shout a week of sustalned operations, unless substantislly augmented
by additional Soviet alrcraft and technlcal assistance.

Based on the present capability of UN aircraft to render untenable for
extansive operations those airfields in Korea under enemy control, it le assumed that
any major CCAF-NKAF air effort would be launched from more distant bases in Communist
Chins and Manchuria. So long as this situation prevails, and provided the Soviete
sontinue to render only covert assistance, the CCAF and NKAF will not be capable of
fighting a war of attritioen.

II.

Av 1. The Chiness Comuiste have utilized thelr sir strength sparingly so

far in the Korean operation and thereby have avolded serious attrition. No specific
figure for enemy air personnel losses during the Korean operation are known. A4s of
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10 Februsry 1951, enemy aircraft losses both on tho ground and airborne were reported
az 127 planes destroyed and 97 damageds. These figures include hogtile alrcraft ene
countered over Kores irrespective of their natlonality. The Chinese Communists and
North Koreans currently are estimated to have available approximately 760 aircraft.
8ince the Chiness Comrunist capabilities to lgunch air attacks have zubstantially
inereased &urizxg the Korean operatien, despite the above-mentioned losseg, and since
the combat readiness of thé Chinese Ccs‘mmz}.st‘ pilots alsc undoubtedly has increased
with continued Soviet guidance and assistance and sdditionzl eopportunity for training,
it is not believed that Chinese Communist and North Korean losses in aireraft oy
pllots alene have been such as £o force a curtailment of operations planned for the
Eorean campalgn, On the contrary, the Chineee Communists now possess a greator
capabllity to conduct asrial warfare than they had at the outset of the Xorean
operatlion,

2+ 8ince the Chinese Communists are not known to have used aireraft to
eny apprecisble extent, if at all, against internal 4issident ferces, the aireraft
losses suffered by the Chinese Communists in the Korean cperation have not hampersd
thelr capsbilitiag for coping with internal forcss in China hostile to Peiping.
However, the concentration of the major portion of the Chinese Communist Alr Foree
in North China and Manchuria has virtually precluded the use of their air strength
againgt antl-Communist elements in China proper.

3+ 8ince the Chinese Communist air capabilities have increased during the
Korean operation and since the aviation losses suffered by them in that campalgn
have been light to date, it is believed that such losses alone have not caused, in
whole or in part, the curtailiment, cancellstion or deferment of operations possibly
planned by the Communists against Taiwan, Tibet, Indochine, Burma, Japan, or other
objectives, ‘
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B, 1. Continued Communist air operations in Kores on the present scale would
not ba likely to affect the Chiness Commnist problem of coping with hostile internal
forces inasmuch as the Chinese Communists are not known to have used their air strength
to any appreciable extent, if at all, in operations against anti~Communist dissident
forces in China.

2, Centinued Chinese Communist-North Korean air operations in Korea on
the presant scale would not be likely to cause, in whole or in part, the curtailment,
deferment or cancellation of operations possibly planned by the Communiste against
Teiwen, Tibet, Indochina, Burma, Japan or elsewhere. The Chinese Communiste have
ubilized the sireraft avallable to them sparingly‘in the ¥orea operstion and thereby
have been able, with Soviet assistance, to increase their air capabilities despite
aome combat and operational attrition. It is probable thét-same of the Communiet
air strength has been allocated to the defense of industrial and population centers
in Manchurie and China, but it is estimated that such defense requirements would not
seriously reduce Communist air capabilities in any possible future operations against
adjascent nations pr Taiwan.

3, Although little ie known of Chinese Communist-North Korean stockplling
of POL, continued air operations conceivably could place a strain on the domestic
sconomy of China becausc of aviation loglstic requirements in the absence of Soviet
sssistance.

L. Continued Chinese Communist~North Korean air operations in Korea on
the present scale would not be likely to cause a significant drain on Soviet re-
sources and logistic facilities, because of the restricted use of aireraft by the
Comminists thus far in the Forean operation. On the other hand, it is believed that
the Soviets are continually paimdng valuable aexperlence and information with respect
to the cambab capabilities of thelr alrcraft, especlally the Miﬂ-lS/%gghters, and

the cambat readiness of air personnel trained by them.
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A, There is no evidence to indicate that the Chinese Communists have modified
thelr announced intentions to drive UN forces from Korea. However, the defesats
which the Comnunists have suffered recemtly may have convinced them that they will
be unable to drive UN forces from Korea and thus may have modified their announced
intentions.

B, It is estimated that if the Communists concluded that it would be imposeible
to drive the UN forces from Korea under existing conditions, they would still retain
strong Chinese Communlst forcee in Korea with a view to offering meximum resistancs
to the UN forces and holding aes much Korean territory as possible. They would also
attempt to capitalize upon any opportunity to spréad dissenslon among the U allies,
perhaps by proposing a negcﬂatad sebtlement without any sincere intention of
arriving at a mutually accepteble asttlement, Under these cireumstances, the Chinese
Communists would undoubtedly seelk substantially increased Soviet aid to enable them
to hold their military position. It is doubtful that such increased ald would be
forthcoming unless the Soviets decided that such aid was essential in order to prevent
the UN forces fram achleving victory in Korea and occupying the tsrritory adjacent
to the USSR, If the Communists should estimate that they ars capable of driv.{ng the
UN forces from Korea, they probably will launch msjor military operations elsewhers
in the Far Ffff’ On the other hand, if the Communists should conclude that they were
unable to drive the UN forces from Korea, it is unlikely that they would attempt
additional major military operations in the Far Bast because of the need for available
manpower and materiel in Korea to maintain a helding eperatiog. The decision to
initiste military operations clsewhere would probabl&r be governed primarily by the
rate of logs of manpower and materdel in Korea. It is estimated th@t the current rate

of loss is sufficlently high %o preclude additional Far Eastern military operations
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if the Communists are determined to hold a substantial portion of Korea.

© C. If the Communists should becomo convinced that the Chinese Communist posi-
tion in Korea were becoming untenable, it would be logical for them, as a first step,
to make & limited withdrawal into North Korea and to seek a negotisted settlement on
as favorable terms as possible. Failing in this, 1t is believed that their actions
would be governed by a determination te resist to the best of their sbility the
advance of UN forces and to prevent the cceupation of the scuthern border of Manchurdia
and Ka.rit,ﬁio Siberia by hostile forces. The Soviets would be hesitant to invest
fuz't-har' aid in Korea 1f they considered the Communist position untensble, but might
invest additional ald if they estimated that it would be sufficient to enable the
Communist forces to maintain a holding operation in North Korea. Zﬂth the Communist
position in Korea becoming untensble due to continuing hiph losses, the launching of
major military operations elsewhere might become increasingly desirable as a desperate
gamble if there seemed to ba some chance of success. In spite of the riska involved,
such operations might enable them to retain the initiative for a time and could divert
sano UN forces from Korez.

D. Recent reports concerning the attitude of the Chinese Communists toward
negntiat:;on of the Korean hostilitles have been contradictory. It is estimated that
they do not yel deslire to negotiate a pesceful sstilement, but might indicate a
willingness to negotliate in order to create dissension among the UN allies, cause the
UN forces to halt their present offensive, and gain time to strengthen their military
position.

E« It is estimated that if it became clear that the Chinese Communists could
not expol the UN from Korea, or if a long stalemate appeared probable, or even if a
Comnmunlst expulsion from Korea were likely, the USSR would be unlikely to intervene
opsnly because of the grave risk of war with the United States and the likelihood of
global war. There iz a possibility, however, that the Soviets might conaider the
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prosence of hostile forces on tho border of the USSR se & gasus belll.

Chinese Communist military operations in Korea are believed to be under
over-all Soviet direction and ko be an integral part of Soviet-directed world Com-
munist strategy. Although the Chinese Communist leaders may well have had misgivings
concerning the Chinese Communist military commitment in Korea, the fact that this
comnitment was made is considered strong proof that the Soviets dominate the Chinese
Communists. The principal effsct of current military developments in Korea on Sino~
Soviet relations will probably bs a progressively increased dependence of the
Chinese Communists upon the USSR for materiel and technical asslstance. FHowever, ir
the Chinese Communist current military position cbtains or worsens, the probability
of serious differences between the Soviete and the Chinese Communist regime will
increass, particularly if Soviet materiel and other assistance is not forthcoming in
quantities considered sufficlent by the Chinese Communists. |
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